Purpose of the Course Charles Darwin's On the Origin of Species by Means of Natural Selection, generally shortened to
The Origin of Species, is one of the two or three most influential science books ever published. But unlike the case with other science books, The Origin, published in 1859, is also of profound political importance. Part of this political importance-the implications of Darwin's theory for religious explanations of the diversity of life-is well understood by all socially aware citizens. But there is much less awareness of the political implications of controversies within the science of evolutionary biology founded by Darwin.
In this class I will explicate and explore both the "outside" and "inside" political implications of the science launched by the Origin, and ask the students to evaluate them. 
REQUIREMENTS
Each of the three assignments in this class will be counted equally; that is, each will count one-third toward the final grade. At the end of the semester, the three numerical scores will be averaged, and final grades will be assigned on the basis of the conventional scale: 92.3 and above will receive an AA@ in the course, 90 to 92 will receive an "A minus," 88 to 89.7 will receive a "B plus," 82.3 to 87.7 will receive a AB,@ 80 to 82 will receive a "B minus," 78 to 79.7 will receive a "C plus," 72.3 to 77.7 will receive a AC,@ 70 to 72 will receive a "C minus," 68 to 69.7 will receive a "D plus," 62.3 to 67.7 will receive a AD, 60 to 62 will receive a "D-minus, and below 60 will receive an AF.@ Anyone missing a grade (that is, anyone failing to take a test or turn in an essay) will also receive an AF.@ I may make some small adjustments in these averages to reflect the quality of contribution to class discussion.
The three assignments are due Thursday, February 17, Thursday, March 31, and the day of the final exam, Thursday, May 12 th by 2 p. m.
For your three assignments, you may choose to write two essays and take one test, or take two tests and write one essay. It is up to you to decide how you mix the tests and essays, and in what order you choose to do them. You may not, however, "load up" by turning in an essay at the same time that you take a test, thus getting two-thirds of the assignments out of the way on the same day.
ESSAYS
Essays are due at the beginning of class the same day as the tests: February 17, March 31, and the day of the final exam, May 12 th , although you may choose to turn in your final essay early. Each essay must be typed, double-spaced, and no more than five letter-size pages long. No legal-size paper. Normal margins. Each must have a cover page giving your name, the class catalogue number (34205) the semester, and the paper topic in brief.
Topic, first essay: Summarize the important points of Darwin's argument in The Origin of Species. Then evaluate TWO of the sub-arguments Darwin makes in support of his theory. Is his reasoning sound? Is his use of evidence sound? In general, are you persuaded by his argument? If you mention a specific argument, it would be a good idea to cite a page in Darwin's book. It might also be a good idea to incorporate "scientific method" as I discussed it in lecture, and as Stephen Jay Gould discussed it in "The Freezing of Noah" in your reading packet.
Topic, second essay: Pick ONE of the controversies we have discussed in this section of the course: The pace of evolution, sociobiology, or the question of whether evolution is progressive. Summarize the controversy, that is, summarize the issue as the people on each side view it. Then evaluate the controversy, that is, explain why you agree with one side or the other. (You may come down on neither side, concluding that it is impossible to choose, but if you do, you must explain why). In your evaluation, be sure that you discuss both the arguments used by each side, and each side's use of evidence. Do not forget to include some of the assigned reading in your discussion.
Topic, third essay: Evaluate modern evolutionary theory and the theory of "Intelligent Design." Pick at least two arguments in favor of Darwinist theory and evaluate them. Pick at least two arguments in favor of ID and evaluate them. (One of your pro-Darwinist arguments can be contra-ID. One of your pro-ID arguments can be contraDarwinism).
By asking you to "evaluate," I mean discussing and judging the theory's assumptions and logical structure, and also discussing and judging the theory's use of evidence.
Do not forget to include material from the assigned reading in your essay: from Coyne, Johnson, Behe, and Dembski. And also, of course, you will be expected to bring in relevant material from the lectures.
Since by this time in the course my own prejudices should be obvious, I want to repeat here my caution that you will not be rewarded for agreeing with me, nor punished for disagreeing. I am interested in the quality of your arguments, not in your conclusions.
TESTS
There are three tests in this class, February 17, March 31, and the day of the final exam, May 12 th . Each test consists of two parts. In the first part, there will be twentyfive multiple-choice questions, dealing with concepts to be listed shortly. A correct answer on each of these counts two points. In the second part, you will be given a group of ten words or phrases, also chosen from the lists provided below. You will be asked to define each word or phrase, and then explain why it is important to the study of the politics of evolution, all in sixty or fewer words. A correct definition is worth two points, and correct explanation is worth three points, for a total of five points per term. Thus, each test offers a possible perfect score of one hundred, fifty from the multiple-choice questions and fifty from the short-answer questions.
Because it is impossible to predict the direction of every conceptual discussion ahead of time, I may make a few additions to and subtractions from the following list of concepts during the course of the semester. Basically, however, the following list contains all, or almost all, of the concepts that you will be expected to know.
Because I may slightly fiddle with the concept list over the course of the semester, you should remember that the "official" list of concepts that might appear on a test is the one that I put on the screen during lecture. I may also add a concept or two from the guest lectures-If I do, I will give you plenty of notice. Thus, the concept list on this syllabus is advisory only, and may not be complete.
CONCEPTS, FIRST TEST
Concepts from the reading: Darwin, Origin: varieties; "endless forms most beautiful" Paley, Natural Theology: "the watch must have had a maker" Gould, "The Freezing of Noah:" William Buckland, the diluvian theory Genesis: "Let there be light" Prindle, Stephen Jay Gould: comprehensive realism; historical science; reductionism; Left-Wing Social Darwinism
Concepts from the lectures: essentialism; magic; pareidolia; teleology; creation myth; empiricism; induction; deduction; implication; replication; argument from design; HMS Beagle; Thomas Malthus; uniformitarianism; Alfred Russel Wallace; fecundity; D. Religious Holidays: By UT Austin policy, you must notify me of your pending absence at least fourteen days prior to the date of observance of a religious holy day. If you must miss a class, an examination, a work assignment, or a project in order to observe a religious holy day, you will be given an opportunity to complete the missed work within a reasonable time after the absence. Because I do not take roll, you do not need to "notify" me if you are simply going to miss an ordinary class session, for religious reasons, because you are ill, or for any other reason. (You should, of course, get the lecture material from a friend or from some other source, but you do not have to tell me of your absence in advance). You only need to let me and the TA know of your absence if it will interfere with your taking of a test or completing some other assignment.
E. Dishonesty: I hope it goes without saying that cheating will be dealt with in a merciless manner. But because the University requires me to say it anyway, let me direct you to the UT Honor Code (or statement of ethics) and an explanation or example of what constitutes plagiarism (Link to University Honor Code: http://registrar.utexas.edu/catalogs/gi09-10/ch01/index.html)
